Introduction
In the past two decades, numerous bio-optical studies We quantified the phytoplankton effect illustrated in Fig.  1 by comparing nLw over the June 1998 bloom to those over an area where no algal blooms were detectable in the imagery (oligotrophic waters) (Fig. 3) . In calculating the radiative forcing, the coccolithophore-contributed nLw was taken to be the difference between the nLw over the coccolithophore blooms and that over a no-bloom area of similar extent. Since there are data gaps between several of the channels in which SeaWiFS collects measurements, we linearly interpolated data to these gaps in an attempt to provide a better estimate of the total radiative forcing between 402 and 565 nm (the major range of coccolithophore optical influence). The first data gap (9 nm wide) occurs between channels 1 and 2; the second (25 nm wide) occurs between channels 2 and 3; while the third (23 nm wide) occurs between channels 4 and 5. Integration of within-channel radiances is already performed by the SeaWiFS instrument at measurement [Barnes et al., 1996] . We, therefore, calculated the radiative forcing in each of the 5 SeaWiFS channels separately. The approximate total radiative forcing for each gap was taken to be the average between the approximate total radiative forcing calculated for each of the two channels flanking the gap. The sum of the individual contributions from the 5 SeaWiFS channels and 3 gaps was taken to provide an estimate of the total radiative forcing of coccolithophores between 402 and 565 nm.
Results and Discussion
Although we confirmed that the presence of coccolithophore blooms in the ocean does result in an intense localised return of incoming visible light energy (Fig. 3) 
